EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. AAEE OUTLINE

A private group of concerned environmentalists led by Dr. Jonathan King has developed a media-driven Environmental Expedition Across Australia to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the first crossing of the continent by iconic heroes Burke & Wills in 1860 to highlight environmental issues along the 1860 track, promote remedial actions and mobilize further public, media and corporate support for on-going repair. 

2. THE ROUTE : CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES 

As the Federal Government’s ‘Caring for our Country’ maps show the AAEE passes through nine relevant Natural Resource Management Regions (Catchment Management Authorities etc) who have embraced the AAEE during meetings outback and in Canberra as their sample letters confirm.

3. INCREASING SUPPORT : MEDIA & GENERAL 

Channel 7, The Age (Fairfax Newspapers), Macquarie radio and ABC Rural Radio are interested in covering the AAEE guaranteeing high profile promotion for the event and  participants

4. ENVIRONMENTAL  ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED

The track provides an ideal thread connecting links in a chain of important issues identified by the NRMR general managers and stakeholders interviewed for the promotional DVD along the track which takes in the Murray-Darling Basin, Channel Country and the North and includes drought, soil erosion, land degradation, noxious, weeds, sustainable management problems and most feral pests. 

5. STRONG INTEREST FROM INDIGENOUS LEADERSHIP 

Already Professor Mick Dodson, Don Rowlands (Wangkungurru) Beryl Carmichael (Nyampa) ,   Dianne Kelly (Ngemba ) have demonstrated their leadership and commitment to recording ecological knowledge offering traditional welcome to country and also environmental lessons from custodians 

6. BENEFITS FOR GOVERNMENT & COMMUNITY 
Armed with nationwide media support the writers, journalists, broadcasters and cameraman can promote the good work government, indigenous rangers,pastoralist and environmental workers are performing all along the track and provide a progressive written and filmed report of issues to mobilize support for on-going action 

7. BENEFITS FOR DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT & NRMR & CMAS ETC

The general managers of the nine NRMRs and/or Catchment Management Authorities have written supporting the AAEE because they believe the moving spotlight will reward their hard work and mobilize support for their special issues.

8. ITINERARY

Departing Melbourne 20 August the AAEE passes by Bendigo, Kerang, Swan Hill, Balranald, Menindee, Tibooburra, Birdsville, Boulia, Cloncurry and the Gulf  (see draft Itinerary section)

9. AAEE IN DETAIL

The AAEE will follow the 1860 itinerary departing Melbourne 20 August with environmentalists walking with a TV cameraman filming the relay of local experts, indigenous and environmental scientists specializing in different issues looking for environmental problems on each leg, with volunteers, 4WD vehicles equipped for field studies and then also using camels at strategic stages.

10. PROJECTED EXPENDITURE

Although difficult to calculate because of the dynamic character of the increasingly popular and growing AAEE, and cost-defraying sponsorships in train, a WIP budget is available for preview

11. REVENUE FOR THIS PROJECT WHICH IS SO FAR HONORARY SELF-FUNDING 
Funds could come from Media Rights, publishing, corporate sponsors, paying trekkers and grants.

12. BENEFITS FOR THOSE PROVIDING FUNDING 

AAEE would like to offer different media, TV and publishing benefits for each level of funding with the top investment buying naming rights for the government or corporation buying this sponsorship.

