BURKE & WILLS 150TH ANNIVERSARY
ACROSS AUSTRALIA ENVIRONMENTAL EXPEDITION 

DETAILED ITINERARY
Revised date: 24 July 2010 

	Date
	Base Camp
	Route – in the footsteps of Burke & Wills,

Events, Places of Interest
	Environmental / Indigenous Issues to be Investigated along the way.

NB Other issues to be added as appropriate.

	SECTION 1           MELBOURNE TO KINCHEGA / MENINDEE                        19th AUGUST to 11th September 2010



	20 Aug
	Essendon
	AAEE departs from Royal Park Melbourne Friday 20 August 2010, 150 years to the day after Burke & Wills’ Victorian Exploration Expedition set off. 

The AAEE will be farewelled by Jack Thompson who played Burke in the 1985 film “Burke & Wills”.

	 

	21 Aug
	Essendon
	Election Day.

Evening: Jack Thompson screens the 1985 classic Australian Film “Burke & Wills” at the old Essendon Historical Society Museum, Moonee Ponds.


	

	22 Aug
	Essendon
	AAEE at Queen’s Park, MOONEE PONDS

Environmental workshop / community event 

Things to See & Do.
Camel statues & Burke and Wills memorial cairn.
Essendon Historical Society display of Burke and Wills memorabilia in the old Museum Courthouse cnr Kellaway Avenue and Mount Alexander Road.
Sam Merrifield Library - a display of winning entries, Burke and Wills children’s art competition, and a book display on Australian explorers.

Children’s Burke and Wills quiz and prizes. 
Official Program Starting at 12pm
Mayoral welcome, speeches etc.
Kelvin Thomson, Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek

Dr Jonathan King, Leader of the AAEE 

Essendon Historical Society and AAEE read letters of application sent to the Royal Society of Victoria in 1860.

Prizes awarded for Burke & Wills Art Competition.
 
Sponsors Moonee Ponds Commemorative Events:
Moonee Valley City Council; Bill Yardley Enterprises P/L
Essendon Historical Society; Lombard The Paper People
Mad House Packaging
Participants Moonee Ponds Commemorative Events:
Across Australia Environmental Expedition; Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek; Essendon Historical Society; Strathmore Theatre Arts Group

Rotary Club of Essendon; East Keilor Rotary Club;1st Moonee Ponds Scout Group
· 
	Also, Junior Rangers kits available for hire ($1), 2-5pm, for use in Queens Park

100 calico enviro bags and posters donated by the Moonee Valley City Council to give away.

Kelvin Thomson from Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek will speak on environmental issues regarding the creek.


	23 Aug
	Clarkefield 

Area Camp
	AAEE at CLARKEFIELD
Meetings to interview locals and investigate their environmental problems.

Log problems raised and tag for future remedial work.

From here this will be done in each area visited by AAEE wherever possible.
	Serrated tussock, decline in native grasslands.Contact: Lachlan Milne, Environment Resource Officer, Macedon Ranges Shire Council.
Toxic waste dump close to Tullamarine Airport off the Tullamarine Freeway/Sunbury Road. 


	24 Aug
	Clarkefield 

Area Camp 
	AAEE travels towards LANCEFIELD. 
AAEE travels towards GLENHOPE.

	Serrated tussock and decline in native grasslands.
Environmental Resource Officer, Macedon Ranges Shire
Baynton- Sidonia Landcare Group involved with section of B & W track & environmental issues include woody weeds including European broom, gorse, blackberries, lack of understory vegetation, foxes, potential locust plague etc.

	26-27 Aug
	Mia Mia


	AAEE travels towards MIA MIA.
AAEE at the Burke and Wills Winery 6kms south of Mia Mia. 


	Endangered legless lizard.


	28-30 Aug
	Kerang Area Camp


	AAEE travels towards KNOWSLEY (SW of Bendigo). Meeting with the Bendigo Shire Council and Environmental Officer to discuss and report on local environmental issues. 

AAEE will film and record these in the AAEE journal for Federal and State Governments, and as base line for the proposed on-going Burke & Wills Environmental Trust. 

AAEE travels towards EPSOM and ELMORE 

AAEE members may talk to the Shire of Campaspe (Echuca) as they have an interest in the Terrick Terrick Plains
	

	
	Kerang Area Camp


	AAEE- travels towards RAYWOOD and MITIAMO
AAEE travels towards MT HOPE.
Near PYRAMID HILL township SW of GUNBOWER

AAEE travels to KERANG 
AAEE travels towards REEDY CREEK NW of KERANG.

AAEE travels towards LAKE BOGA between Kerang and Swan Hill

AAEE travels towards SWAN HILL.
AAEE interviews locals on environmental issues records and reports to media on issues.
AAEE travels towards northern bank of the Murray River opposite SWAN HILL.
	Potential threats facing Terrick Terrick National Park -
Climate change, Weed encroachment, Feral animals
Excessive numbers of kangaroos
and other Loddon Shire

Environmental Officer may report to the AAEE on their local environmental problems e.g. water shortages, drying up of Lakes Bael Bael and Boga.

Reedy Creek has the largest ibis rookery in the southern hemisphere 

Shire representative says the dried up lake is an issue, as there are economic implications to the tourism industry because of Lake Boga being dry as a result of Murray Irrigation policies.



	31 Aug

1,2 Sept
	Kyalite Area 

Camp
	AAEE travels to KYALITE. Surrounded by State Forests and located on the Wakool River, with the Edward, Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers closeby, this pretty little spot with its classic bush pub. 

AAEE is between Kyalite and Balranald near LAKE YANGA which has recently become a National Park. Located within the Murrumbidgee catchment area, it includes 76,000 hectares of forest and 170kms of river frontage along with the original and fascinating station homestead and woolshed.


	There are large pumps here irrigating Australia’s largest pistachio plantation. 

The long drought has dried up the large lake which once almost completely surrounded Yanga homestead. Established as a pastoral station by William Wentworth in the 1830s, the park is an important breeding ground for waterbirds including cormorants, ibis, herons, great egrets, and spoonbills.
The Federal Government has been purchasing water entitlements for the environment in the Murray-Darling Basin. As result of this around 110 billion litres of water has been made available for delivery to environmental sites in South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales in the past two years.
Endangered species – Regent Parrot (Polytelis anthopeplus monarchoides).

	
	Kyalite Area 

Camp
	AAEE travels to BALRANALD. A former paddle-steamer port Balranald is considered to be the oldest settlement on the lower Murrumbidgee River and was home to the Mutthi Mutthi, Paakantyi and Ngyiampaa Aboriginal tribes prior to European settlement. Balranald is located at the edge of the World Heritage listed, MUNGO NATIONAL PARK the oldest known site of human habitation in Australia.
Moreton Bay figs planted in honour of Burke and Wills are located on the river bank near the Visitors Centre.

	Endangered species: Southern Bell or ‘Growling Grass’ frog is native to this area.
The recent closure of the red gum industry has impacted on the economy and population of just over 1300 residents living in the township.

	3-4 Sept
	Prungle Area Camp


	AAEE travels NW of BALRANALD,  west of Tin Tin Lake 

AAEE travels towards TIN TIN.

AAEE travels towards BOOKOO.

AAEE travels towards PRUNGLE STATION, PRUNGLE, GOODWALL, LINKLINKWHO 

AAEE plans to be near GAMBANA, Top Hut Station, BOLLOMURTEE, Tolarno Station. 
BILBARKA. COLES WATERHOLE


	Possible environmental issue - clearing of mallee forest for wheat farming.

Bidura carries  organic Dorpa sheep which do not need to be shorn and are bred for their meat.

	5-7 Sept
	Mungo Area

Camp 


	AAEE near ARUMPO STATION.
The Arumpo Bentonite Mine is located 95 north of Mildura. The largest betonite resource in NSW is the Arumpo deposit 40km SE of Pooncarie. Bentonite is a high purity clay formed by the alteration of ancient deposits of volcanic ash.

AAEE near BILBARKA south of Pooncarie on the Darling River.

	Enangered Species: The Harrow Wattle (Acacia acanthoclada) found in isolated clumps in the Buronga, Wentworth, Pooncarie districts of SW New South Wales and elsewhere in SA, WA and VIC.

	9-11 Sept
	Kinchega / Menindee Area 

Camp


	AAEE near KINCHEGA. Kinchega National Park is on the Darling River near Menindee and includes several of the Menindee Lakes (formerly known as the Laidley Ponds). The old Kinchega Woolshed is located within the park


	Many feral goats all along the Darling River ?? 

River bank erosion??

Dr Beverley Wood joins the expedition as Nutritionist TBC



	SECTION 2            KINCHEGA / MENINDEE to COOPER CREEK                        19th September to 10th October 2010



	19-23 Sept
	Kinchega / Menindee Area 

Camp


	AAEE at MENINDEE.
Welcome by Aboriginal elder Beryl Carmichael.
Margot Muscat, Central Darling Shire.  Menindee Rural Transaction Centre, Yartla Street Menindee. 

AAEE near KOKRIEGA, BILPA and
Botoja claypans, near KORALTA STATION

	Welcome by Aboriginal elder Beryl Carmichael. 
A good example of land management as it was de-stocked, and now has native wildlife, flowers etc. providing confirmation of wisdom of destocking early in drought and eradicating feral pests.



	24-26 Sept
	Mutawintji Area Camp


	AAEE at MUTAWINTJI 
Important Aboriginal ceremonial site with magnificent gorges.
AAEE near BENGORA near Mutawintji 

East of WHITE CLIFFS township famous for its opals

AAEE near BURKE’S WATERHOLE at TELTOWONGAAEE CREEK, WONNAMINTA CREEK & PALDRAMUTA
	Significant sacred areas.

Part of the National Park was handed back after a blockade and protest by the local Aborigines. 

Feral goats 

White Cliffs  is the site of Australia’s first experimental Solar Power Station.
Rivers have changed dramatically here since Wills described them, possibly as a result of cattle trampling in the sandy river beds

	27-29 Sept
	Milparinka / Tibooburra Camp


	AAEE plans to be near TOROWOTTO SWAMP, 

70 km south-east of Milparinka (on Silver City Highway)

AAEE plans to be near CLIFTON DOWNS 
East of TIBOOBURRA, near Cannilta Creek, Pindera Downs, Narriearra.
AAEE may be welcomed by Tibooburra general store owners Vicki & Stephen Jackson. 
	Possible issues - soil erosion, de-vegetation, dust storms.



	30 Sept
	Thargomindha Area
	Crossing into Queensland via Adelaide Gate, AAEE plans to be near THARGOMINDAH

AAEE travels towards BULLOO DOWNS.

AAEE travels towards MOLESWORTH Mt. Gay, Walkalla Water Hole
	

	1-10 Oct
	Innamincka / Cullamurra Waterhole Camp. 


	AAEE travels to COOPER CREEK & enters South Australia
AAEE plans to be based at CULLAMURRA WATERHOLE on Cooper Creek. 

Day and overnight trips undertaken from here including  

COONGIE LAKES NATIONAL PARK & DIAMANTINA RIVER
AAEE plans to travel north via Wills’ ‘grave’,  towards Gidgealpa, Kudriemitchie outstation, past Coongie Lakes National Park, Warana Hill, Koonchera Dune, Geake Hill, Lake Uloowatanie on Diamantina River

AAEE travels towards PANDIE PANDIE (airstrip).
	Volunteer Environmental Scientist, Matthew King will join the expedition TBC.

Water shortages, dust storms, loss of habitat, tourist damage, roads damaging top soils – possible effects of geodynamics project etc. 

AAEE visits environmental contacts such as Progress Association

Coongie is a RAMSAR wetland and has just been declared a National Park

	SECTION 3                         COOPER CREEK TO CLONCURRY                                     17th October to 28th October 2010

NOTE: ROAD CONDITIONS MAY DICTATE ALTERATIONS TO TIMETABLE, PARTICULARLY BEYOND INNAMINCA



	17-18

Oct
	Innamincka
	AAEE at Innamincka
	

	19-20

Oct
	Birdsville Area

Camp
	AAEE travels towards BIRDSVILLE.
AAEE travels north from BIRDSVILLE between Old and New Roseberth.
AAEE travels past Louie’s Hill, Cacoory Ruins.

	Welcomed by indigenous Simpson Desert Park Ranger, Don Rowland for town environmental meetings and inspection of issues

	21-23 Oct
	Bedourie

Area Camp
	NEAR BEDOURIE
AAEE plans to travel past Lake Machattie near Umpadiboo Creek, east of Cluny, along Palica Channel and Georgina River.
AAEE plans to contact Diamantina Shire Council, Mayor, Robbie Dare.

AAEE travels to KING’S CREEK crossing TROPIC OF CAPRICORN near Lorna Downs (airstrip) and Marion Downs (airstrip). Wills Creek

	Environmental and Indigenous Affairs Officer may welcome AAEE and discuss and record/film environmental issues.


	24-27 Oct
	Boulia Area Camp
	AAEE travels to BOULIA
Tourist attractions: Min Min Light, Stone House Museum
Boulia Shire Council Civic Reception – details TBA
	

	28 Oct
	Cloncurry
	CLONCURY
	

	SECTION 4                         CLONCURRY TO THE GULF                                     6th November to 18th or 30th November 2010



	6-10 Oct
	Cloncurry Area Camp
	AAEE travels SOUTH OF  DUCHESS
past Scarsdale, Blair Athol, crosses Wills Creek, Two Rivers, Digby Peaks, Mt. Merlin, Mt Murray east of Mt. Bruce, across Burke River, O’Hara’s Gap (airstrip).

S & SE of CLONCURRY
AAEE crosses Duchess/Cloncurry Road, railway line, Lookout Peak, Mt. Tabletop, Fountain Spring, across Mt. Isa / Cloncurry Road and up Corella River
AAEE travels past Corella Park, Carsland, Urquhart
	Cloncurry Shire Council meets AAEE and reports on Environmental Issues 

Cloncurry Shire Council meets AAEE, townspeople and cattlemen attend meeting to report on environmental issues; filmed by AAEE for the audit. 



	11-14 Oct
	Burke & Wills Roadhouse
	South of BURKE & WILLS ROADHOUSE
AAEE travels towards Koolamarra on the Dungold’ alongside Matilda Highway, past Yarrabungan, Boomarra to Burke & Wills Roadhouse.
AAEE travels towards  Cowan Downs, Donars Hill (picnic spot on Developmental Highway) Bang Bang, Warren Vale, Milgarra (picnic spot on Developmental Highway).

	Cane toads, erosion etc

Burke & Wills Roadhouse hosts an environmental meeting of locals. Issues recorded on film and entered into the log book.
Possible environmental issue: Cryptostegia grandiflora infestation, mimosa etc on waterways – an environmental example of change - Burke did not have to deal with this!

	15-18

Oct
	Normanton Area Camp
	AAEE near NORMANTON
Make contact with Mark Kelleher CEO Carpentaria Shire Council.
REACHING THE GULF - SUCCESS
AAEE travels towards junction of Bynoe and Flinders Rivers the old Burke & Wills Camp 119.

	

	18-30 Nov
	
	END OF ACROSS AUSTRALIA ENVIRONMENTAL EXPEDITION


	


